
The Ultimate Study Guide for David Hume's
"The Natural History of Religion"
David Hume's "The Natural History of Religion" is a seminal work in the
study of religion and philosophy. Published in 1757, this treatise explores
the origins, development, and influence of religion in human societies.
Hume's groundbreaking ideas have had a profound impact on the
subsequent study of religion, and his work remains an essential read for
anyone interested in understanding the nature and role of belief systems.

This study guide is designed to provide a comprehensive understanding of
Hume's "The Natural History of Religion." We will delve into key concepts,
explore the historical context, and analyze Hume's philosophical
arguments. By the end of this guide, you will have a solid foundation in this
influential work and its implications for the study of religion.
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In Chapter 1, Hume argues that religion originated in the human mind's
tendency to personify and anthropomorphize natural forces. He traces the
development of religion from its primitive forms, such as animism and
polytheism, to its more complex and sophisticated manifestations, such as
monotheism. Hume believed that religion arose as a way for humans to
cope with the unknown and to gain a sense of control over the world
around them.

Chapter 2: The Development of Religion

In Chapter 2, Hume explores the various factors that have contributed to
the development of religion over time. He discusses the role of fear,
superstition, imagination, and societal institutions. Hume argues that
religion has often been used as a tool of social control and political power.
He also examines the role of miracles and divine revelation in the
propagation of religious beliefs.

Chapter 3: The Influence of Religion

In Chapter 3, Hume analyzes the influence of religion on human societies.
He explores both the positive and negative effects of religion on morality,
politics, and culture. Hume argues that religion can provide a source of
social cohesion and moral guidance. However, he also warns that religion
can lead to superstition, intolerance, and violence.

Chapter 4: The Future of Religion

In Chapter 4, Hume speculates on the future of religion. He predicts that
religion will gradually decline as humans become more rational and
enlightened. Hume believed that the rise of science and critical thinking
would eventually undermine the authority of religious beliefs. However, he



also recognized that religion would likely continue to play an important role
in human societies.

David Hume's "The Natural History of Religion" is a foundational work in
the study of religion and philosophy. Hume's groundbreaking ideas have
shaped our understanding of the origins, development, and influence of
religion in human societies. This study guide has provided a
comprehensive overview of Hume's treatise, exploring key concepts,
historical context, and philosophical arguments. By engaging with this work,
you will gain a deeper understanding of the nature and role of belief
systems and their impact on human societies.

Additional Resources

* [The Natural History of Religion]
(https://www.gutenberg.org/files/2138/2138-h/2138-h.htm) by David Hume *
[The Cambridge Companion to Hume]
(https://www.amazon.com/Cambridge-Companion-Hume-Stephen-
Mensch/dp/0521824504) by Stephen Mensch * [Hume's Natural History of
Religion](https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/hume-religion/) by Michael Smith
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