
The Ultimate Study Guide for Charles Dickens'
Enigmatic Masterpiece: The Mystery of Edwin
Drood
Charles Dickens' final, unfinished novel, The Mystery of Edwin Drood,
remains one of the most tantalizing and enigmatic works of English
literature. First published in 1870, the novel follows the intricate web of
relationships and secrets surrounding the disappearance and presumed
murder of Edwin Drood, a young man engaged to be married to his cousin,
Rosa Bud.

Dickens' untimely death in 1870 left the novel incomplete, with only six of
the planned twelve monthly installments published. The tantalizing mystery
at the heart of the novel has captivated readers for over a century, with
countless theories and speculations proposed as to the killer's identity and
Edwin Drood's ultimate fate.
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This study guide provides a comprehensive overview of The Mystery of
Edwin Drood, exploring the novel's characters, themes, and mysteries.
Whether you are a student, a literature enthusiast, or a fan of Charles
Dickens, this guide will help you delve deeper into this fascinating and
enduring work of fiction.

Characters

The Mystery of Edwin Drood features a cast of complex and intriguing
characters, each with their own secrets and motivations. Here is a brief
overview of some of the key players:

Edwin Drood: The titular character, Edwin Drood is a young man
engaged to be married to Rosa Bud. He disappears mysteriously early
in the novel, leaving behind a trail of unanswered questions.

Rosa Bud: Edwin Drood's fiancee, Rosa Bud is a beautiful and
intelligent young woman. She is torn between her love for Edwin and
her desire for independence.

John Jasper: Edwin Drood's music teacher and choirmaster, John
Jasper is a dark and enigmatic figure. He is deeply in love with Rosa
Bud and is suspected of being involved in Edwin's disappearance.

Neville Landless: A young man who comes to Cloisterham in search
of his identity, Neville Landless is a potential heir to the Drood family
fortune. He becomes involved in the mystery surrounding Edwin's
disappearance.

Durdles: A stonemason and opium addict, Durdles is a witness to
many of the strange events that occur in Cloisterham. He provides a
unique perspective on the mystery.



Themes

The Mystery of Edwin Drood explores a number of complex and enduring
themes, including:

Mystery and Identity: The novel is a classic mystery story, with a
focus on the disappearance and presumed murder of Edwin Drood.
Dickens also explores the theme of identity, as several characters
struggle to find their place in the world.

Love and Desire: The novel explores the power of love and the
destructive force of desire. The characters' relationships are often
complex and fraught with tension.

Good and Evil: The novel presents a cast of characters who
represent both good and evil. Dickens explores the nature of human
nature and the struggle between right and wrong.

Mysteries

The Mystery of Edwin Drood is a novel filled with mysteries, both large and
small. Here are a few of the most intriguing:

Who killed Edwin Drood? This is the central mystery of the novel,
and one that has never been definitively answered. Several characters
are suspected of being the killer, including John Jasper, Neville
Landless, and even Rosa Bud.

What happened to Edwin Drood's body? Edwin Drood's body is
never found, which raises the question of whether he is actually dead
or has simply disappeared.



Who is Datchery? Datchery is a mysterious character who appears in
the later chapters of the novel. His true identity and purpose are
unknown.

What was Dickens' original ending for the novel? Dickens never
revealed his plans for the ending of The Mystery of Edwin Drood.
Several possible endings have been proposed, but the true ending
remains a mystery.

The Mystery of Edwin Drood is a masterpiece of Victorian literature and a
testament to Charles Dickens' enduring genius. The novel's complex
characters, intricate plot, and unresolved mysteries have captivated
readers for generations. Whether you are a first-time reader or a longtime
fan, this study guide will help you delve deeper into this fascinating and
enigmatic work of fiction.
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