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August Strindberg's Miss Julie is a powerful and thought-provoking play
that explores themes of class conflict, gender roles, and the human psyche.
Written in 1888, the play has been hailed as a masterpiece of naturalism
and remains a popular choice for study in literature and theater courses.
This study guide provides a comprehensive overview of the play, including
in-depth analysis, character profiles, and essay prompts.

Plot Summary

Miss Julie is set on a midsummer night in Sweden. The play follows the
interactions between three characters: Miss Julie, a young aristocrat; Jean,
her father's valet; and Kristin, Jean's fiancée. Miss Julie's impulsive
decision to dance with Jean at a Midsummer Eve celebration leads to a
passionate affair. However, their relationship is doomed from the start due
to their different social statuses. As their affair progresses, Miss Julie
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becomes increasingly reckless and self-destructive, while Jean remains
torn between his love for her and his duty to his own class.

Character Profiles

Miss Julie

Jean
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Jean is a complex character. He is intelligent, ambitious, and charming, but he is also
bound by the restrictions of his class. He is torn between his love for Miss Julie and
his duty to his own class.

Kristin
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Themes

Class Conflict

Class conflict is a central theme in Miss Julie. The play explores the
tensions between the aristocracy and the working class, and the ways in
which these tensions can lead to tragedy. Miss Julie's affair with Jean is a
direct violation of the social hierarchy, and it ultimately leads to her
downfall.

Gender Roles
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Gender roles are also a major theme in the play. Miss Julie is a strong and
independent woman, but she is also constrained by the expectations of her
society. She is expected to marry a wealthy man and produce an heir, and
her relationship with Jean threatens to disrupt these plans.

The Human Psyche

Miss Julie is also a psychological study, exploring the dark and destructive
impulses of the human psyche. Miss Julie is a deeply passionate woman,
but her passion leads her to self-destruction. Jean is torn between his love
for Miss Julie and his duty to his own class, and his indecision leads to
tragedy.

Essay Prompts

Analyze the character of Miss Julie. How does her personality
contribute to her tragic downfall?

Discuss the role of social class in Miss Julie. How does the class
conflict between Miss Julie and Jean lead to the play's tragic outcome?

Explore the psychological themes in Miss Julie. How does the play
explore the dark and destructive impulses of the human psyche?

Compare and contrast the characters of Miss Julie, Jean, and Kristin.
How do their different personalities and motivations contribute to the
play's plot?

Discuss the significance of the Midsummer Eve setting in Miss Julie.
How does the play's setting contribute to the play's themes and
atmosphere?



August Strindberg's Miss Julie is a powerful and thought-provoking play
that explores timeless themes of class conflict, gender roles, and the
human psyche. This study guide provides a comprehensive overview of the
play, including in-depth analysis, character profiles, and essay prompts. By
studying this guide, students can gain a deeper understanding of the play's
themes, characters, and plot, and develop their own interpretations of this
classic work of literature.
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Introduction to Transportation Planning:
Routledge Library Editions
About the Book Transportation planning is the process of developing and
implementing strategies to improve the movement of people and goods.
It is a...
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Zombie Road VII: Tragedies in Time
The Zombie Road series has been thrilling and horrifying gamers for
years, and the latest installment, Zombie Road VII: Tragedies in Time, is
no...
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