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A Historical Epic of Ambition, Power, and Tyranny

The Twelve Caesars is a historical epic of ambition, power, and tyranny. It
tells the stories of the twelve emperors who ruled Rome from Augustus to
Nero, and it is considered one of the most important works of Roman
history.

The book was written by Suetonius, a Roman historian who lived during the
first and second centuries AD. Suetonius was a friend and confidant of the
emperor Hadrian, and he had access to a wealth of information about the
imperial court. The Twelve Caesars is based on Suetonius's own research,
as well as on the writings of other historians and biographers.
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The book is divided into twelve biographies, each of which is dedicated to
one of the emperors. The biographies are arranged in chronological order,
and they cover the period from the death of Julius Caesar in 44 BC to the
death of Domitian in 96 AD.

Suetonius's biographies are a fascinating and insightful look into the lives
and times of the Roman emperors. He provides vivid descriptions of their
personalities, their achievements, and their failures. He also offers a wealth
of information about the social and political conditions of the Roman Empire
during this period.

The Twelve Caesars is a classic work of Roman history that has been
translated into many languages and read by millions of people around the
world. It is a must-read for anyone who is interested in Roman history, or in
the history of tyranny and power.

Characters

Augustus (63 BC - 14 AD): The first emperor of Rome, Augustus
founded the Roman Empire and brought peace and prosperity to the
Mediterranean world.

Tiberius (42 BC - 37 AD): Augustus's successor, Tiberius was a cruel
and suspicious tyrant who terrorized the Roman people.

Caligula (12 - 41 AD): A madman who believed he was a god, Caligula
was one of the most notorious emperors in Roman history.

Claudius (10 BC - 54 AD): A weak and incompetent emperor, Claudius
was ruled by his wives and freedmen.



Nero (37 - 68 AD): A cruel and tyrannical emperor, Nero is best known
for his persecution of Christians and his burning of Rome.

Galba (3 BC - 69 AD): A weak and elderly emperor, Galba was
overthrown and killed after just seven months in power.

Otho (32 - 69 AD): A wealthy and ambitious emperor, Otho was
overthrown and killed after just three months in power.

Vitellius (15 - 69 AD): A gluttonous and incompetent emperor, Vitellius
was overthrown and killed after just eight months in power.

Vespasian (9 - 79 AD): A successful general and emperor, Vespasian
restored peace and prosperity to the Roman Empire.

Titus (39 - 81 AD): Vespasian's son and successor, Titus was a
popular and successful emperor who is best known for his destruction
of Jerusalem.

Domitian (51 - 96 AD): Titus's younger brother and successor,
Domitian was a cruel and tyrannical emperor who was assassinated
after fifteen years in power.

Themes

The nature of power: The Twelve Caesars explores the corrupting
influence of power and the ways in which it can lead to tyranny.

The importance of character: Suetonius argues that the character of
the emperor is entscheidend in determining the success or failure of
his reign.

The role of the people: Suetonius also explores the role of the people
in the rise and fall of emperors. He shows how the people can be both



a source of support and a threat to the emperor.

Legacy

The Twelve Caesars has had a profound impact on Western culture. It has
been translated into many languages and read by millions of people around
the world. The book has been praised for its historical accuracy, its insights
into human nature, and its literary merit.

The Twelve Caesars has also been the inspiration for many works of art,
including paintings, sculptures, and films. The book has also been used as
a source of historical information by scholars and historians.

The Twelve Caesars is a classic work of Roman history that continues to
be read and studied today. It is a fascinating and insightful look into the
lives and times of the Roman emperors, and it is a must-read for anyone
who is interested in Roman history, or in the history of tyranny and power.
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Introduction to Transportation Planning:
Routledge Library Editions
About the Book Transportation planning is the process of developing and
implementing strategies to improve the movement of people and goods.
It is a...
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