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Masterpiece from Penguin Classics

The Saga of Grettir the Strong is an epic Icelandic saga that tells the story
of Grettir Asmundarson, a legendary Viking warrior and outlaw. This
Penguin Classics edition of the saga, translated by Bernard Scudder, is a
faithful and accessible rendering of this classic work of Old Norse literature.
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The saga begins with Grettir's birth in the year 994 AD. He is the son of
Asmund the Champion, a powerful chieftain, and Glam, a wise and
beautiful woman. From a young age, Grettir displays great strength and
courage, and he quickly becomes a skilled warrior. However, he is also a
reckless and impulsive man, and he often finds himself in trouble.
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After a series of misadventures, Grettir is banished from Iceland and forced
to live as an outlaw. He wanders the land, fighting monsters, battling
enemies, and seeking revenge against those who have wronged him.
Along the way, he encounters a colorful cast of characters, including Bard,
his loyal foster-brother; Hallmund, a wise and cunning berserker; and
Thorstein, a brave and loyal warrior.

The saga reaches its climax at the Battle of Vinheath, where Grettir and his
companions face off against an overwhelming force of enemies. In a
desperate and bloody battle, Grettir fights valiantly, but he is ultimately
defeated and killed. His death marks the end of an era, and the saga
serves as a reminder of the fragility of life and the futility of violence.

The Saga of Grettir the Strong is a complex and multifaceted work of
literature. It is a tale of adventure, heroism, and tragedy, but it is also a
meditation on the nature of violence, the importance of loyalty, and the
power of destiny. The saga is a valuable source of information about the
Viking Age, and it offers a glimpse into the lives and values of the people
who lived during that time.

Characters

The Saga of Grettir the Strong features a large and diverse cast of
characters, each with their own unique personality and motivations. Some
of the most notable characters include:

= Grettir Asmundarson: The protagonist of the saga, Grettir is a
legendary Viking warrior and outlaw. He is a skilled fighter and a
fearless adventurer, but he is also reckless and impulsive. His actions



often lead him into trouble, but he always manages to overcome his
challenges with courage and determination.

Bard: Grettir's loyal foster-brother, Bard is a wise and cunning
berserker. He is always there for Grettir, and he is willing to fight to the
death to protect him.

Hallmund: A powerful and experienced berserker, Hallmund is one of
Grettir's closest friends. He is a skilled warrior and a loyal companion.

Thorstein: A brave and loyal warrior, Thorstein is another one of
Grettir's close friends. He is always ready to fight alongside Grettir, and
he is willing to sacrifice his own life to protect him.

Asmund the Champion: Grettir's father, Asmund is a powerful
chieftain and a skilled warrior. He is a wise and just ruler, and he loves
his son deeply.

Glam: Grettir's mother, Glam is a wise and beautiful woman. She is a
skilled healer and a powerful sorceress. She loves her son dearly, and
she is always there for him.

Kol the Black: Grettir's sworn enemy, Kol is a powerful and ruthless
warrior. He is determined to kill Grettir, and he will stop at nothing to
achieve his goal.

Thorbjorn: A powerful and ambitious chieftain, Thorbjorn is one of
Grettir's greatest enemies. He is determined to conquer all of Iceland,
and he sees Grettir as a threat to his plans.

Ingjald: A powerful and cunning sorcerer, Ingjald is one of Grettir's
greatest enemies. He is determined to destroy Grettir, and he uses his
magic to achieve his goal.



Eyjolf: A powerful and experienced warrior, Eyjolf is one of Grettir's
greatest enemies. He is determined to kill Grettir, and he will stop at
nothing to achieve his goal.

Thorfinn Skull-Splitter: A powerful and ruthless warrior, Thorfinn is
one of Grettir's greatest enemies. He is determined to kill Grettir, and
he will stop at nothing to achieve his goal.

Bolli Bollason: A powerful and experienced warrior, Bolli is one of
Grettir's greatest enemies. He is determined to kill Grettir, and he will
stop at nothing to achieve his goal.

Hrefna: A beautiful and intelligent woman, Hrefna is Grettir's love
interest. She is a skilled healer and a powerful sorceress. She loves
Grettir deeply, and she is willing to sacrifice her own life to protect him.

Thorgils: A powerful and experienced warrior, Thorgils is one of
Grettir's greatest enemies. He is determined to kill Grettir, and he will
stop at nothing to achieve his goal.

Thorgeir: A powerful and experienced warrior, Thorgeir is one of
Grettir's greatest enemies. He is determined to kill Grettir, and he will
stop at nothing to achieve his goal.

Thorleif Cracked-Skull: A powerful and experienced warrior, Thorleif
is one of Grettir's greatest enemies. He is determined to kill Grettir, and
he will stop at nothing to achieve his goal.

Starkad the Old: A powerful and experienced warrior, Starkad is one
of Grettir's greatest enemies. He is determined to kill Grettir, and he
will stop at nothing to achieve his goal.



= Thorarin the Far-Traveled: A powerful and experienced warrior,
Thorarin is one of Grettir's greatest enemies. He is determined to Kill
Grettir, and he will stop at nothing to achieve his goal.

= Jokul: A powerful and experienced warrior, Jokul is one of Grettir's
greatest enemies. He is determined to Kill Grettir, and he will stop at
nothing to achieve his goal.

= Eyjolf Valgerdarson: A powerful and experienced warrior, Eyjolf is
one of Grettir's greatest enemies. He is determined to kill Grettir, and
he will stop at nothing to achieve his goal.

= Valthjof the Tall: A powerful and experienced warrior, Valthjof is one of
Grettir's greatest enemies. He is determined to kill Grettir, and he will
stop at nothing to achieve his goal.

= Thorkel Fostri: A powerful and experienced warrior, Thorkel is one of
Grettir's greatest enemies. He is determined to kill Grettir, and he will
stop at nothing to achieve his goal.

= Bjorn Hitdale-Kappa: A powerful and experienced warrior, Bjorn is
one of Grettir's greatest enemies. He is determined to kill Grettir, and
he will stop at nothing to achieve his goal.

Themes

The Saga of Grettir the Strong explores a variety of themes, including:

= The nature of
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