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Terrorism is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that has plagued
societies for centuries. In recent years, the threat of terrorism has become
increasingly globalized, with terrorist attacks occurring in a wide range of
countries and regions. The Oxford Handbook of Terrorism provides a
comprehensive overview of the causes, consequences, and responses to
terrorism from a variety of perspectives.

Edited by leading scholars in the field, The Oxford Handbook of Terrorism
features contributions from experts in a wide range of disciplines, including
political science, sociology, psychology, economics, and law. The
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Handbook offers a comprehensive analysis of the key issues and debates
surrounding terrorism, including the following:

= The definition of terrorism

= The causes of terrorism

= The consequences of terrorism
= The responses to terrorism

= The future of terrorism

The Oxford Handbook of Terrorism is an essential resource for anyone who
wants to understand the complex and multifaceted phenomenon of
terrorism. The Handbook provides a comprehensive overview of the
causes, consequences, and responses to terrorism from a variety of
perspectives, and it offers a valuable contribution to the ongoing debate
about how to address this global threat.

Causes of Terrorism

There is no single cause of terrorism. Rather, terrorism is caused by a
complex interplay of factors, including political, social, economic, and

psychological factors. Some of the most common causes of terrorism

include:

= Political grievances: Terrorism is often used as a tool to express
political grievances against a government or other authority figure.
These grievances may include perceived injustices, discrimination, or
oppression.



= Social inequality: Terrorism can also be caused by social inequality,
such as poverty, lack of education, and unemployment. These
conditions can create a sense of hopelessness and alienation, which
can lead people to turn to violence.

= Economic hardship: Terrorism can also be caused by economic
hardship, such as high unemployment or low wages. These conditions
can create a sense of desperation that can lead people to turn to
violence.

= Psychological factors: Terrorism can also be caused by
psychological factors, such as mental iliness or trauma. These factors
can lead people to develop a distorted view of the world and to believe
that violence is the only way to achieve their goals.

Consequences of Terrorism
Terrorism can have a devastating impact on individuals, communities, and
societies. The consequences of terrorism include:
= Loss of life and injury: Terrorism can result in the loss of life and
injury to innocent people.

= Economic damage: Terrorism can cause economic damage by
disrupting businesses, damaging infrastructure, and reducing tourism.

= Psychological trauma: Terrorism can cause psychological trauma to
survivors, witnesses, and the general public.

= Social division: Terrorism can create social division by fostering fear,
mistrust, and suspicion.



= Political instability: Terrorism can lead to political instability by
destabilizing governments and undermining the rule of law.

Responses to Terrorism

There is no single solution to the problem of terrorism. However, there are
a number of different approaches that can be taken to address the causes,
consequences, and responses to terrorism. Some of the most common
approaches include:

= Law enforcement: Law enforcement can play a role in preventing and
responding to terrorism by investigating terrorist threats, arresting
terrorist suspects, and prosecuting terrorist crimes.

= Intelligence: Intelligence can play a role in preventing terrorism by
identifying and tracking terrorist threats.

= Diplomacy: Diplomacy can play a role in preventing terrorism by
addressing the underlying causes of terrorism, such as political
grievances and social inequality.

= Military action: Military action can play a role in preventing and
responding to terrorism by targeting terrorist groups and their
infrastructure.

=  Community engagement: Community engagement can play a role in
preventing terrorism by building trust between law enforcement and
the community, and by identifying and addressing the underlying
causes of terrorism.

The Future of Terrorism



The future of terrorism is uncertain. However, there are a number of factors

that could contribute to an increase in terrorism in the future, including:

The rise of social media: Social media can be used by terrorist
groups to spread propaganda, recruit new members, and plan attacks.

The proliferation of weapons: The proliferation of weapons can
make it easier for terrorist groups to obtain the weapons they need to
carry out attacks.

The growing threat of cyberterrorism: Cyberterrorism is a growing
threat that could be used to disrupt critical infrastructure, steal
sensitive information, or spread propaganda.

However, there are also a number of factors that could contribute to a

decrease in terrorism in the future, including:

The global economy: A strong global economy can help to reduce
poverty and inequality, which are two of the root causes of terrorism.

Education: Education can help to spread tolerance and
understanding, which can help to prevent terrorism.

Democracy: Democracy can help to give people a voice in their
government, which can help to reduce the risk of terrorism.

The future of terrorism is uncertain. However, by understanding the causes,

consequences, and responses to terrorism, we can take steps to reduce

the risk of terrorism and build a more peaceful and just world.
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