
Study Guide for Richard Wilbur's "Love Calls
Us to the Things of This World"
Richard Wilbur's "Love Calls Us to the Things of This World" is a beautiful
and complex poem that explores the themes of love, nature, and the
human condition. The poem is written in a clear and concise style, but it is
also rich in imagery and symbolism. This study guide will help you to
understand the poem's meaning and to appreciate its beauty.

Summary

The poem begins with the speaker describing a walk he is taking with his
beloved. They come across a variety of objects, including a spider, a moth,
a rose, and a stone. The speaker observes that each of these objects is
beautiful in its own way, and he urges his beloved to appreciate them.
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As the poem progresses, the speaker begins to reflect on the nature of
love. He argues that love is not simply a feeling, but a way of seeing the
world. Love allows us to see the beauty in all things, and it helps us to
connect with the world around us.

The poem ends with the speaker urging his beloved to embrace the world
and all of its beauty. He argues that love is the only thing that can truly
make us happy.

Analysis

The following are some of the key themes that are explored in "Love Calls
Us to the Things of This World":

* Love: The poem is a celebration of love. The speaker argues that love is
the most important thing in life, and that it is the only thing that can truly
make us happy. * Nature: The poem is also a celebration of nature. The
speaker observes that the natural world is full of beauty, and he urges his
beloved to appreciate it. * The human condition: The poem also explores
the human condition. The speaker argues that humans are flawed
creatures, but that we are also capable of great love and beauty.

The poem is written in a clear and concise style, but it is also rich in
imagery and symbolism. The following are some of the most important
images and symbols in the poem:

* The spider: The spider is a symbol of creativity and industry. It is also a
symbol of the fragility of life. * The moth: The moth is a symbol of beauty
and transience. It is also a symbol of the human soul. * The rose: The rose
is a symbol of love and beauty. It is also a symbol of the transience of life. *



The stone: The stone is a symbol of strength and permanence. It is also a
symbol of the human spirit.

The poem is structured in a loose and free-flowing manner. The speaker
moves from one image to another, and from one thought to another, in a
seemingly random fashion. However, the poem is carefully crafted, and
each image and thought contributes to the overall meaning of the poem.

Discussion Questions

The following are some discussion questions that you can use to help you
understand the poem:

* What do you think is the meaning of the poem's title? * What are the
different ways that love is described in the poem? * What are the different
ways that nature is described in the poem? * What do you think is the
speaker's attitude towards the human condition? * What do you think is the
poem's overall message?

"Love Calls Us to the Things of This World" is a beautiful and complex
poem that explores the themes of love, nature, and the human condition.
The poem is written in a clear and concise style, but it is also rich in
imagery and symbolism. This study guide has provided you with some of
the tools you need to understand the poem's meaning and to appreciate its
beauty.
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