
Study Guide for Montgomery's Anne of Green
Gables: A Comprehensive Overview
Lucy Maud Montgomery's cherished novel, Anne of Green Gables, has
captivated readers for over a century with its heartwarming tale of an
orphan girl's adventures and growth. This comprehensive study guide
offers an in-depth exploration of the novel, providing a deeper
understanding of its themes, characters, and literary devices.
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Background and Context

Before delving into the novel, it is essential to understand its historical and
literary context. Anne of Green Gables was published in 1908, during a
period of significant social and cultural change. The Victorian era was
drawing to a close, and new ideas about childhood, education, and gender
roles were emerging. Montgomery's novel reflects these evolving societal
norms, presenting a nuanced portrayal of female agency and the
importance of imagination.
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Themes

Anne of Green Gables is a multifaceted novel that explores several
enduring themes:

Identity and Belonging: Anne's journey is marked by her search for a
sense of belonging and her struggle to reconcile her true self with
societal expectations. Her experiences at Green Gables, where she is
initially seen as an outsider, challenge conventional notions of family
and acceptance.

Imagination and Creativity: Anne's vivid imagination shapes her
experiences and enables her to find solace amidst adversity. Her
storytelling abilities, poetic sensibility, and love of nature showcase the
power of imagination to transform the ordinary into the extraordinary.

Female Agency and Empowerment: Anne is a strong and
independent female character who defies gender stereotypes. Her
intelligence, resilience, and determination inspire readers to challenge
societal norms and embrace their own agency.

Nature and the Environment: The natural world plays a significant
role in the novel, reflecting Anne's emotional state and providing a
sanctuary for her imagination. Montgomery's lyrical descriptions of
Prince Edward Island's landscapes evoke a sense of peace and
harmony.

Characters

The characters in Anne of Green Gables are vividly drawn and relatable.
Each character contributes to the novel's themes and provides insights into
human nature:



Anne Shirley: Anne is the novel's protagonist, a spirited and
imaginative orphan girl who is sent to live with Marilla and Matthew
Cuthbert. Her journey of self-discovery and acceptance captivates
readers.

Marilla Cuthbert: Marilla is a stern and practical spinster who initially
resists Anne's charm. However, her gruff exterior hides a
compassionate heart, and she eventually grows to love Anne as her
own.

Matthew Cuthbert: Matthew is Marilla's taciturn and gentle brother.
He is immediately drawn to Anne's kind spirit and becomes her
steadfast companion.

Diana Barry: Diana is Anne's best friend, a kind and loyal girl who
embodies the innocence and joy of childhood.

Gilbert Blythe: Gilbert is a mischievous boy who initially teases Anne.
However, his admiration for her grows, and he becomes a valuable ally
and eventual love interest.

Literary Devices

Montgomery employs various literary devices to enhance the narrative and
convey her themes:

Symbolism: The natural world is infused with symbolic meaning,
reflecting Anne's emotional state and foreshadowing future events.

Foreshadowing: Montgomery skilfully weaves hints and clues into the
narrative, foreshadowing important plot points and character
developments.



Imagery: Montgomery's vivid descriptions and sensory details create a
rich and evocative atmosphere.

Humor: Amidst the novel's poignant moments, Montgomery
incorporates humour to lighten the mood and provide comic relief.

Significance and Legacy

Anne of Green Gables has had a profound impact on literature and popular
culture. Its enduring popularity can be attributed to its timeless themes,
relatable characters, and heartwarming story. The novel has been
translated into over 30 languages and adapted into numerous films,
television series, and stage productions.

Anne of Green Gables has inspired countless readers, young and old, and
continues to be a beloved classic that celebrates the human spirit and the
power of imagination.

Additional Resources

The Anne of Green Gables Museum

Lucy Maud Montgomery

Anne of Green Gables on Goodreads
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