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Summary of the Letter

The Emilio Aguinaldo Letter To The American People was written on June
5, 1898, by Emilio Aguinaldo, the leader of the Filipino independence
movement. The letter was addressed to the American people and asked for
their support in the Philippines' fight for independence from Spain.
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In the letter, Aguinaldo argued that the Philippines had been fighting for its
independence for centuries and that the American people should support
their cause. He also pledged that the Philippines would be a loyal ally of the
United States if they were granted independence.

Historical Context

The Emilio Aguinaldo Letter To The American People was written during the
Spanish-American War. The war began in 1898 when the United States
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declared war on Spain after the sinking of the USS Maine in Havana
harbor. The war ended with the signing of the Treaty of Paris in 1898, which
gave the United States control of the Philippines.

The Philippines had been a Spanish colony for over 300 years. During that
time, the Filipinos had fought for their independence on several occasions.
In 1896, the Philippine Revolution began, and the Filipinos were able to
establish an independent government. However, the United States
intervened in the war in 1898, and the Philippines became a U.S. colony.

Key Terms

Emilio Aguinaldo: The leader of the Filipino independence movement.

Philippine-American War: The war between the United States and the
Philippines that lasted from 1899 to 1901.

Spanish-American War: The war between the United States and Spain
that lasted from 1898 to 1898.

Treaty of Paris: The treaty that ended the Spanish-American War and
gave the United States control of the Philippines.

Imperialism: The policy of extending a country's power and influence
through the acquisition of colonies.

Colonialism: The policy of controlling a colony or territory.

Study Questions

1. What were the main arguments that Aguinaldo made in his letter?

2. What was the historical context of the letter?

3. What were the key terms that were used in the letter?



4. What are the different perspectives on the Emilio Aguinaldo Letter To
The American People?

5. What is the legacy of the letter?

Further Reading

The Emilio Aguinaldo Letter To The American People

The Spanish-American War

The Philippine-American War

Imperialism in the Philippines

The Philippine-American War
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