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Militarism is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that has been with
us for centuries. It is the belief that military strength is the key to national
security and that war is a legitimate way to resolve conflicts. In recent
years, militarism has become increasingly prevalent, as evidenced by the
rise of military spending, the proliferation of weapons, and the increasing
number of armed conflicts around the world.

The problems of contemporary militarism are many and varied. They
include:

The high cost of militarism

The environmental damage caused by militarism

The social and psychological costs of militarism

The threat to democracy posed by militarism

The high cost of militarism is a major concern. The United States, for
example, spends more on its military than any other country in the world. In
2019, the US spent $732 billion on its military, which is more than the next
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10 countries combined. This spending is a major drain on the US economy,
and it has led to cuts in other important areas, such as education and
healthcare.

Militarism also has a significant environmental impact. The production and
use of weapons requires large amounts of energy and resources, and it
can pollute the air, water, and soil. For example, the US military is the
largest polluter of air pollution in the world. It also generates large amounts
of hazardous waste, which can pose a threat to human health and the
environment.

The social and psychological costs of militarism are also significant.
Militarism can lead to increased violence and crime, and it can damage
mental health. For example, veterans of war are more likely to suffer from
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and other mental health problems.
Militarism can also lead to the erosion of civil liberties, as governments
increase their surveillance and control over their citizens in the name of
national security.

Finally, militarism poses a threat to democracy. Militaries are often used to
suppress dissent and maintain control over the population. For example, in
many countries around the world, the military has overthrown
democratically elected governments and established military dictatorships.
Militarism can also lead to the erosion of the rule of law, as governments
use the military to enforce their policies without regard to the law.

The problems of contemporary militarism are serious and far-reaching.
Militarism is a threat to our security, our environment, our health, and our
democracy. It is a global problem that requires a global solution.



We must work together to reduce the level of militarism in the world. We
must invest in diplomacy and conflict resolution, and we must work to build
a more just and equitable world. Only then can we truly achieve peace and
security for all.
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