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In the summer of 2016, I set out on a walk from my home in London to the
remote village in Yorkshire where my father grew up. I had never met my
father, who had left my mother before I was born. All I knew about him was
his name, his date of birth, and the fact that he had been a coal miner.

I had always been fascinated by my father. My mother had told me very
little about him, and I had always longed to know more. As I got older, I
began to realize that my father was not just a man who had left my mother.
He was also a part of me, and I needed to find him in order to find myself.

My walk took me through some of the most beautiful countryside in
England. I walked through rolling hills, past ancient forests, and along the
banks of rivers. I met friendly people along the way, and I learned a lot
about the history and culture of England.
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But my walk was also a journey of self-discovery. As I walked, I thought
about my father and about my own life. I thought about the choices I had
made and the things I had done. I thought about my hopes and dreams for
the future.

By the time I reached my father's village, I had come to a new
understanding of myself and of my father. I had learned that my father was
a complex man, with both good and bad qualities. I had also learned that I
was more like my father than I had ever realized.

I never found my father on that walk. But I found something more
important: I found myself.

Lost England

As I walked through England, I couldn't help but notice how much the
country had changed since my father's childhood. The coal mines had
closed, and the heavy industry that had once been the backbone of the
economy had disappeared. The villages and towns were now quiet and
sleepy, and the people I met seemed to have lost their sense of community.

I couldn't help but wonder what my father would think of the England of
today. Would he recognize the country he had left behind? Would he be
proud of the changes that had taken place, or would he mourn the loss of
the old England?

I think my father would be both proud and sad. He would be proud of the
progress that England had made, but he would also mourn the loss of the
old England that he knew and loved.



The England of my father's childhood was a different world from the
England of today. It was a world of hard work and poverty, but it was also a
world of community and tradition. People knew their place in society, and
they were content with their lot in life.

The England of today is a more prosperous and egalitarian society, but it is
also a more fragmented and individualistic society. People are more likely
to look out for themselves than for their neighbors, and there is a sense of
rootlessness and alienation that was not present in my father's time.

I think my father would have been saddened by this loss of community and
tradition. He was a man who valued loyalty and friendship, and he would
have mourned the passing of the old England that he knew and loved.

The Search For Identity

My walk was not just a journey to find my father. It was also a journey to
find myself. As I walked, I thought about my own life and about the choices
I had made. I thought about my hopes and dreams for the future.

I realized that I was not the person I had thought I was. I was not the
ambitious and driven person that I had always strived to be. I was a more
complex and contradictory person, with both good and bad qualities.

I also realized that I was more like my father than I had ever realized. I had
inherited his stubbornness and his independence. I had also inherited his
love of nature and his passion for life.

I think my father would have been proud of the man I have become. He
would have been proud of my accomplishments, but he would also have



been proud of my flaws. He would have known that I was a good man, with
a good heart.

I never found my father on that walk. But I found something more
important: I found myself.

My walk was a journey of discovery. I discovered my father, I discovered
England, and I discovered myself. I learned that my father was a complex
man, with both good and bad qualities. I learned that England has changed
a lot since my father's childhood, but that it is still a beautiful and
fascinating country. And I learned that I am a more complex and
contradictory person than I had ever realized.

I am grateful for the journey that I took. It was a journey that changed my
life.
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