
Negotiating the Environment: A
Comprehensive Guide to Environmental
Humanities
The environmental humanities is an interdisciplinary field that explores the
relationship between humans and the environment. It draws on a variety of
disciplines, including literature, history, philosophy, art, and anthropology, to
examine how humans have shaped the environment and how the
environment has shaped human cultures and societies.
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The environmental humanities is a relatively new field, but it has grown
rapidly in recent years. This is due in part to the growing awareness of the
environmental crisis and the need for new ways of thinking about our
relationship with the natural world. The environmental humanities offers a
unique perspective on these issues, and it can help us to better understand
the challenges we face and to develop more sustainable solutions.
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History of the Environmental Humanities

The environmental humanities has its roots in the environmental movement
of the 1960s and 1970s. During this time, there was a growing awareness
of the environmental crisis and the need for new ways of thinking about our
relationship with the natural world. This led to the development of new
academic programs and research centers dedicated to the study of
environmental issues.

In the early days of the environmental humanities, the focus was primarily
on the natural sciences. However, over time, the field has become more
interdisciplinary. Today, the environmental humanities encompasses a wide
range of disciplines, including literature, history, philosophy, art, and
anthropology.

Key Concepts in the Environmental Humanities

The environmental humanities is a complex field, but there are a few key
concepts that are central to the discipline. These include:

The environment: The environment is a broad concept that refers to
all of the living and non-living things that surround us. It includes the air
we breathe, the water we drink, the food we eat, and the land we live
on.

Humans: Humans are an important part of the environment. We have
the ability to shape the environment, and we are also affected by it.
The environmental humanities explores the complex relationship
between humans and the environment.

Culture: Culture is a system of beliefs, values, and practices that is
shared by a group of people. Culture shapes the way we see the world



and the way we interact with the environment.

History: History is the study of the past. The environmental humanities
explores the history of human-environment interactions. This can help
us to understand the present and to make better decisions for the
future.

Ethics: Ethics is the study of right and wrong. The environmental
humanities explores the ethical implications of human-environment
interactions. This can help us to make decisions about how to live in a
more sustainable and just way.

Major Areas of Inquiry in the Environmental Humanities

The environmental humanities is a broad field, and there are many different
areas of inquiry. Some of the major areas of inquiry include:

Environmental ethics: Environmental ethics is the study of the ethical
implications of human-environment interactions. It examines questions
such as: What is our responsibility to the environment? What is the
value of nature? How can we make decisions about environmental
issues in a fair and just way?

Environmental justice: Environmental justice is the study of the
distribution of environmental benefits and burdens. It examines
questions such as: Who bears the brunt of environmental pollution?
Who benefits from environmental protection? How can we create a
more just and equitable environmental system?

Environmental policy: Environmental policy is the study of the
development and implementation of laws and regulations designed to
protect the environment. It examines questions such as: What are the



most effective ways to reduce pollution? How can we protect
endangered species? How can we promote sustainable development?

Environmental activism: Environmental activism is the study of
organized efforts to protect the environment. It examines questions
such as: What are the most effective ways to mobilize people to take
action on environmental issues? How can we build a more effective
environmental movement?

Environmental education: Environmental education is the study of
how to teach people about the environment. It examines questions
such as: What are the most effective ways to teach people about
environmental issues? How can we create a more environmentally
literate society?

Environmental communication: Environmental communication is the
study of how people communicate about environmental issues. It
examines questions such as: What are the most effective ways to
communicate scientific information about environmental issues? How
can we create a more informed public dialogue about environmental
issues?

Environmental history: Environmental history is the study of the
history of human-environment interactions. It examines questions such
as: How have humans shaped the environment over time? How has
the environment shaped human cultures and societies?

Environmental literature: Environmental literature is the study of
literature that deals with environmental themes. It examines questions
such as: How do writers represent the environment in their work? How
can literature help us to understand environmental issues?



Environmental philosophy: Environmental philosophy is the study of
the philosophical foundations of environmental ethics and
environmental policy. It examines questions such as: What is the
nature of the environment? What is our relationship to the
environment? What are our obligations to future generations?

The Importance of the Environmental Humanities

The environmental humanities is an important field because it offers a
unique perspective on the environmental crisis. The environmental
humanities can help us to understand the root causes of environmental
problems, and it can help us to develop more sustainable solutions. The
environmental humanities can also help us to create a more just and
equitable environmental system, and it can help us to build a more
environmentally literate society.

The environmental humanities is a growing field, and there are many
opportunities for research and employment. The environmental humanities
can be a rewarding and fulfilling career, and it can make a real difference in
the world.

The environmental humanities is an interdisciplinary field that explores the
relationship between humans and the environment. It is a relatively new
field, but it has grown rapidly in recent years. The environmental
humanities offers a unique perspective on the environmental crisis, and it
can help us to understand the root causes of environmental problems and
develop more sustainable solutions. The environmental humanities is a
growing field, and there are many opportunities for research and
employment. The environmental humanities can be a rewarding and
fulfilling career, and it can make a real difference in the world.
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