
Gilbern Cars: An Enthralling Tale of
Innovation, Passion, and British Automotive
Excellence

In the annals of British automotive history, the name Gilbern Cars holds a
special place. Founded in 1959 by two passionate engineers, Michael
Burgess and Barrie Williams, the company became synonymous with
innovative design, performance, and unwavering attention to detail. This
article delves into the fascinating world of Gilbern Cars, exploring the
legendary vehicles that shaped its legacy and the enduring spirit that drives
its devoted enthusiasts to this day.
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The Genesis: Michael Burgess and Barrie Williams

The story of Gilbern Cars begins with two ambitious young engineers,
Michael Burgess and Barrie Williams. Burgess, with his background in
aircraft engineering, possessed a keen interest in innovative design and
lightweight materials. Williams, on the other hand, was a skilled racing
driver with a deep understanding of vehicle dynamics. Their shared passion
ignited a vision for creating sports cars that seamlessly blended
performance with everyday practicality.

Early Success: The Gilbern GT and Genie

In 1959, Gilbern Cars was born. The company's first creation, the Gilbern
GT, was an immediate success. With its sleek, aerodynamic bodywork,
powered by a Triumph-based engine, the GT embodied the company's
ethos of performance and style. Its innovative chassis design featured a
lightweight tubular frame, contributing to its exceptional handling
capabilities.

Inspired by the success of the GT, Gilbern Cars introduced the iconic Genie
in 1961. The Genie, with its more refined and powerful Ford V8 engine,
became the epitome of Gilbern's commitment to blending performance and
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practicality. Its spacious interior, coupled with its impressive performance
on both road and track, cemented its reputation as a versatile and thrilling
sports car.

Technical Innovation: The Gilbern Invader

The Gilbern Invader, launched in 1966, marked a significant turning point
for the company. Burgess and Williams' unwavering commitment to
innovation resulted in the development of the Invader's unique chassis,
which utilized a torsion bar suspension system. This innovative design
provided superior handling and stability, while also allowing for a more
spacious cabin.

The Invader's performance was equally impressive, thanks to its powerful
Rover V8 engine. Its top speed of 120 mph and impressive acceleration
made it a formidable competitor on the race track. The Invader's legacy as
a groundbreaking sports car continues to inspire enthusiasts worldwide.

Financial Challenges and Legacy

Despite the critical acclaim and passion that surrounded Gilbern Cars,
financial challenges ultimately led to the company's demise in 1974. The
combination of rising production costs and fierce competition from
established manufacturers proved too much for the small-scale automaker.
However, the legacy of Gilbern Cars endured.

Revival and Preservation: The Gilbern Owners' Club

The spirit of Gilbern Cars refused to die, thanks to the unwavering
dedication of enthusiasts. In 1999, the Gilbern Owners' Club (GOC) was
formed with the mission of preserving and celebrating the iconic vehicles.
The GOC remains a vibrant community, organizing events, providing



technical support, and fostering a deep appreciation for the legacy of
Gilbern Cars.

Gilbern Cars stands as a testament to the enduring passion and innovation
that drives the British automotive industry. While the company may have
ceased production, its legacy lives on in the hearts of enthusiasts and
collectors. The iconic vehicles that bear the Gilbern name continue to turn
heads and inspire a deep appreciation for the artistry and engineering that
shaped them.

As the years pass, the story of Gilbern Cars serves as a reminder of the
transformative power of dreams, the unwavering pursuit of excellence, and
the enduring legacy that can be forged when passion and innovation
collide.
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Introduction to Transportation Planning:
Routledge Library Editions
About the Book Transportation planning is the process of developing and
implementing strategies to improve the movement of people and goods.
It is a...

Zombie Road VII: Tragedies in Time
The Zombie Road series has been thrilling and horrifying gamers for
years, and the latest installment, Zombie Road VII: Tragedies in Time, is
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