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The Checked Minnesota Caribou Colleen Charles is a rare and
endangered subspecies of caribou found only in the northernmost part of
Minnesota. It is one of the most iconic symbols of Minnesota's wilderness
and a beloved member of the state's wildlife community.

History

The Checked Minnesota Caribou Colleen Charles was first identified in the
early 1900s by naturalist Colleen Charles. Charles was a pioneer in the
field of caribou conservation and spent many years studying the caribou of
Minnesota. She was the first to describe the unique characteristics of the
Checked Minnesota Caribou and to recognize its importance as a distinct
subspecies.

Characteristics
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The Checked Minnesota Caribou Colleen Charles is a medium-sized
caribou with a distinctive coat pattern. Its coat is a light brown color with a
series of dark brown checks running down its back. This checkering is
unique to the Checked Minnesota Caribou and is one of the features that
distinguishes it from other subspecies.

The Checked Minnesota Caribou Colleen Charles also has a large,
rounded head with a wide muzzle. Its antlers are long and slender, and its
hooves are wide and padded.

Habitat

The Checked Minnesota Caribou Colleen Charles lives in the boreal forests
of northern Minnesota. It prefers areas with dense vegetation, such as
spruce and fir trees. It also needs access to open areas, such as meadows
and bogs, where it can find food.

Diet

The Checked Minnesota Caribou Colleen Charles is a herbivore and its diet
consists primarily of lichens, mosses, and other plants. It also eats leaves,
twigs, and bark.

Behavior

The Checked Minnesota Caribou Colleen Charles is a social animal and
lives in herds of up to 100 individuals. It is a migratory species and travels
long distances in search of food and shelter.

Conservation



The Checked Minnesota Caribou Colleen Charles is an endangered
subspecies and its population is declining. The main threats to the Checked
Minnesota Caribou Colleen Charles are habitat loss, fragmentation, and
hunting.

Conservation efforts are underway to protect the Checked Minnesota
Caribou Colleen Charles and its habitat. These efforts include:

* Protecting and restoring caribou habitat * Reducing hunting pressure *
Educating the public about the importance of caribou conservation

The Checked Minnesota Caribou Colleen Charles is a rare and beautiful
animal that is an important part of Minnesota's wildlife community.
Conservation efforts are underway to protect the Checked Minnesota
Caribou Colleen Charles and its habitat, and ensure its survival for future
generations.
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