
Anton Chekhov's Three Sisters: A Study
Guide for Course Hero Study Guides
Anton Chekhov's Three Sisters is a classic play that has been performed
and studied for over a century. The play follows the lives of three sisters,
Olga, Masha, and Irina, who live in a provincial town in Russia. The sisters
dream of a better life, but they are trapped by their circumstances and their
own indecisiveness.

This study guide provides an in-depth analysis of Three Sisters, including
character profiles, scene-by-scene summaries, and thought-provoking
discussion questions. This guide is designed to help students understand
the play's themes, characters, and symbolism.

Olga is the eldest of the three sisters. She is a schoolteacher who is
responsible for taking care of her younger sisters. Olga is a kind and caring
person, but she is also frustrated by her life in the provinces. She dreams
of moving to Moscow, but she never seems to be able to make her dreams
a reality.
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Masha is the middle sister. She is married to a schoolteacher named
Kulygin, but she is unhappy in her marriage. Masha is a passionate and
intelligent woman, but she is also restless and dissatisfied. She longs for a
life of excitement and adventure.

Irina is the youngest of the three sisters. She is a young woman who is full
of hope and optimism. Irina dreams of becoming a doctor, but she is unsure
of how to make her dreams a reality. She is also in love with Baron
Tuzenbach, a young army officer.

Act 1

The play opens in the Prozorov family home. Olga, Masha, and Irina are
celebrating their father's birthday. The sisters are all unhappy with their
lives, and they dream of a better future. They are visited by Baron
Tuzenbach, who is in love with Irina.

Act 2

The sisters' brother, Andrei, arrives home from Moscow. Andrei is a
successful lawyer, and he is engaged to be married to a wealthy woman
named Natasha. The sisters are happy for Andrei, but they are also jealous
of his success.

Act 3
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The sisters' lives continue to unravel. Masha has an affair with Vershinin, a
colonel in the army. Irina's relationship with Baron Tuzenbach becomes
more serious. Olga is forced to take care of her sick father.

Act 4

The sisters' father dies. The sisters are devastated, and they are forced to
face the reality of their lives. They realize that they will never achieve their
dreams.

1. What are the main themes of Three Sisters?

2. How do the characters in Three Sisters represent different aspects of
the human condition?

3. What is the significance of the setting of Three Sisters?

4. How does Chekhov use symbolism in Three Sisters?

5. What is the message of Three Sisters?

Anton Chekhov's Three Sisters is a powerful and moving play that explores
the human condition. The play's characters are complex and relatable, and
its themes are timeless. This study guide provides an in-depth analysis of
Three Sisters, and it is an indispensable resource for students and
literature enthusiasts alike.
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